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DORSET COUNCIL LOCAL PLAN CONSULTATION CORFE CASTLE PARISH COUNCIL PEOPLE’S ASSEMBLY  
7.30pm Tuesday 3rd March 2021 - SUMMARY REPORT 

In terms of attendance, at the peak there were over 60 participants, which is a great achievement for our council. 

After introductions by Cllr Steve Clarke, and a short video clip of Michael Dower explaining the importance of 
planning and the Local Plan, the first interactive exercise was people adding their personal testimonies in the Zoom 
chat.  As well as a few comments about biodiversity, sustainability and transport links, most of the comments 
focussed on housing, including the following highlights: 

• “They're talking about creating affordable housing especially for younger people but what will be put in place (if 
anything) to stop people buying them as 2nd homes & /or holiday lets?” 

• “Unless there is designated Social Housing in the plan, Swanage will end up with an elderly population where no 
Carers, who are low waged, will be able to afford to live locally to care for them.” 

• “Too many second homes in a village can destroy the heart and community” 
• “We need HOMES for NEED and not GREED” 

The next exercise was for each participant to select three of the following 7 topics, with housing / home and 
Environment and Climate Change coming joint top. 

 
Cllr Steve Clarke then gave an overview of the Dorset Local Plan Consultation, including a short video of Julie-Ann 
and Cllr Josey Parish discussing their experiences of housing.  Cllr Josey Parish then explained how to respond to the 
consultation, and Caz Dennett introduced the questions that people needed to discuss in their small groups in the 
Zoom breakout rooms. 

The summarised output from the breakout rooms 

Q1. What is your vision for Dorset’s future?  For a Dorset that: 

• Has clean air, clean beaches, decent rivers, good coast and litter free; 
• Retains the beautiful community, coast and countryside, protects and enhances our special county; 
• Provides social / genuinely affordable housing for local Purbeck people; 
• Allows us to keep and attract young people; 
• Provides a connected, balanced and fair society; 
• Allows our children to see the wildlife and nature that we see today; 
• Includes safe and sustainable active and public transport, resilient local food supplies, local renewable 

energy, and better communal infrastructure and opportunities for leisure. 

Q2. In relation to your key topic: What do you think your local community, e.g. town or parish area and the wider 
county needs in order to achieve the future vision for Dorset?  

Q2b. Consider: How does your approach reduce carbon emissions / improve our natural environment or help us cope 
with the impact of climate change? 

Housing / Homes 

• We need a better balance between private developments and social housing developments that are genuinely 
affordable. 
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• We need a solution to the second homes e.g. higher taxes. 
• We should be challenging the overall number of homes that we are being asked to provide in Dorset. 
• Are the homes being put where they are needed? There is not enough analysis on that in the plan, housing needs 

to be near jobs, but where is the industry being proposed? There needs to be far more link up between those 2 
big issues. 

• The Climate and Ecological Emergency which has been mentioned in our discussion a number of times in our 
discussion, but just to say - does the Local Plan fit with the Climate Emergency Plan? Has Dorset Council looked at 
those two together? 

Land Use (for building, agriculture, energy and nature) 

• We need to provide a way for people to come in [to Purbeck] by cycling or by public transport that is regular and 
works, but is affordable; you can’t expect a whole family of 4 people to pay £40 to get on a train at Corfe Castle to 
go to Swanage, it’s not realistic. 

• We want young people so that we have a vibrant Community; we don’t want our schools to close.  As the 
community gets older, we want to have carers who live in the area to look after us. 

• We need to manage our hedgerows better using the best knowledge of how to do that. 

Energy (Electricity and Heat Sources) 

• We think major polluters should be made to pay and it should be taxed and the revenue used for something 
useful on the green front; 

• It is really important that the Plan looks ahead and prepares for what is coming technology; energy is dynamic 
and there is lots of things that could be applied in Dorset. 

Community Infrastructure 

• The Local Energy Bill was raised quite passionately; we want to produce energy here, some wind turbines, solar 
panels, as much as we can get our hands on. 

• The Plan is not thinking about the future, it doesn’t seem to have a vision of what the world is going to be like in 3 
or 5 years, let alone 17 or 100. 

Economy, Jobs and Tourism 

• The economy needs tourism but tourism that is sensitive to the environment, that is sustainable and not 
damaging the environment; the very thing that makes Dorset attractive. 

• Covid has seen an increase in people working from home; we need to encourage local people to work locally 
without commuting, but you need better broadband.  This was a key thing that encourages jobs that were more 
sustainable and more environmentally friendly. 

Key quotes on common themes 

• “I’m devastated that they are building on the green belt. It is a nation-wide issue and it is absolutely terrible.” 
• “A friend of mine locally thinks we should make Purbeck into something similar to Yellow Stone National Park and we have a 

big parking place up on Drax’s estate somewhere and everybody gets onto big buses in a whole circuit of Purbeck, dropping 
people off where they want to be down to the beaches, going in a big circuit. And no cars are allowed into Purbeck.” 

• “And one last point was that we really want to continue with a zoom meeting once we have come out of lockdowns because 
people that are busy, farmers, people in the tourist industry, we work long hours and with zoom we can quickly have a quick 
join a meeting and then go back to work again.” 

• “We need to look after our environment.” 
• “In AONB housing officers will shoot you if you have solar panels on the roof due to being an eye sore – this needs to come 

out in housing policy – every house should have this.” 
• “I get worried and concerned for the imbalance in population age which is probably down to a number of factors and one is 

that it is a lovely place to come to retire to and the other is that houses are simply not affordable for our kids to stay.” 
• “Personally I think the government has got to be more involved with this 2nd homes situation because we live in a cul-de-sac in 

Corfe and there are 4 houses in this cul-de-sac of about 10 that are not used. They are just sitting there idly.” 
• “With regards to the traffic problems we all face locally how can we change our relationship with personal transport?” 
• “The section about millionaires (or preferably billionaires!) being able to buy land and throw up buildings of innovative design 

(is it HOUS7?) is a bloody disgrace.” 
• “Dorset should aspire to be at least as good as anywhere else in the UK with regards to renewable energy.” 
• “I would like to see a major wind farm come on board.  I would like to see us be more sustainable.” 
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DORSET COUNCIL LOCAL PLAN CONSULTATION 

CORFE CASTLE PARISH COUNCIL PEOPLE’S ASSEMBLY 

7.30pm Tuesday 3rd March 2021 

FULL SUMMARY REPORT 

1. MEETING TRANSCRIPT FROM MAIN ROOM: 

60+ participants at the peak, including participants joining as couples. 

Steve: Introductions. 

Welcome. Thanking everyone for coming along and thank you to the facilitators from Dorset Action, a team of 
people who have run these assemblies before. They know the technology. They specialise in these types of events. 
We have found People’s Assemblies to be an accessible way of engaging with people especially at a time when we 
can’t engage due to the pandemic. What these PAs do is they open up discussion over to you, giving everyone a 
chance to have a say and they capture what everyone says. It is a very good and involving way for public meetings. 
And I’ll hand over to Caz in a moment for the technicalities because she has run them before and she runs them 
brilliantly.  

Steve: Outline of Agenda 

 

Introduction to the Local Plan. You will get your chance to put in your thoughts in a chat box exercise. We will say 
what things we are going to discuss in your groups tonight. We have got 3 or 4 groups. And people will talk about 
what they think is most important. We will have a few slides which will be the key features of this plan. Then the 
core group will go into breakout rooms where you will get time for some good discussion – about 6-8 people. We will 
talk and listen to others and this is good as everyone goes away feeling that they have had a chance to share their 
thoughts. And hopefully they have learnt something from other people. We will then feedback into the main group 
and then it goes into submission to Dorset Council. The Parish Council will be interested in what you will say as that 
will feed into its submission on the Local Plan which it will be deciding on Monday. 

Caz: PA Purpose 

  

Caz: So just a couple of things to say about the Consultation and the complexity. To remind you everyone will have 
their chance to have their say and we really just want to you this assembly to supporting individuals to have your say 
and the parish council to make its submission and we just want this to be a positive experience. We know that the 
Local Plan is very complex but we can unpack it and we can understand it in real terms. Often these things can feel 
really not within our reach while everything in the Local Plan will influence every aspect of our life. And what we aim 



 Page 5 of 35 

to do today is to de-mystify the Local Plan, unpack it, discuss it, share our vision express our views, encourage and 
empower people to take part in the consultation and then as Steve mentioned it is going to be collated and 
submitted as part of Corfe Castle PC response. Also just so you know there are key themes within the plan, these will 
be discussed to some degree or other this evening. We are going to be listening to the vision for Dorset, Housing, 
Land use, the Economy, Community, Environment and Climate Change; so they will all make up part of the 
discussion. 

Caz: PA Admin and Expectations / Framing  

  

Caz: In terms in how we will work this, I just want to tell you a bit of background about  how we are going to 
communicate this evening and a bit about the People’s Assembly as well. So for those who regularly come to zoom 
meetings you might already be familiar with these, but it’s just a way of non-verbally communicating with each 
other. So first of all if somebody says something that you really agree with and you want to show enthusiasm, you 
can either wave your hands or give the big thumbs up. If you raise a hand, that means you want to speak, you have a 
point to make. If somebody says something that you haven’t quite understood, perhaps they have used an acronym 
that you don’t understand, please feel free to put a “c” and we will try and clarify that point for you. Sometimes 
people might have a direct point, they have new information that they are keen to share before the conversation 
moves on. You might have a technical point, you might be having a technical issue, or something has gone wrong for 
you, perhaps you can drop that in the chat. And then often we use the rounding up sign when people have talked for 
a while and we have heard what they have to say  and understood and it is just a ways to ask them to close down so 
we can move on. We will get used to those and we will remind you and as we use them, people will see them. In 
terms of the actual people’s assemblies. They have been used throughout history. They are not a new concept. They 
have had a new lease of life recently especially over zoom in the pandemic situation. So we are just going to take you 
over the 3 principles of a people’s assembly which  in common speak might be known as the ground rules.  

So first of all they are inclusive. We set out so everyone is heard and that everyone’s voice is valued equally so that 
no one person’s voice is dominating or no one group idea is dominating. We want people to be able to participate 
safely and openly without fear of judgement or ridicule. We are not going to tolerate calling out or abuse or any bad 
behaviour. Not that I’m sure that is going to be a problem here this evening. But you have to make everyone 
understands.  

We are here to actively listen. So really the heart of the People’s Assembly is really to hear people and hear what 
they have to say and to respect what they are saying and to respond and to respond openly to that. We are often in 
a group discussion, worrying about what we are going to say and we sometimes forget to listen to what other people 
are going to say and perhaps we can just bear that in mind a little bit.  

And really the third pillar is about trust. So trust the process of the People’s Assembly. It really does work. It is 
generally a pretty positive experience. And trust the people that who you are talking with and sharing with because 
we all just want to look for the best solution and that’s good for us all and so I just want you to bear that in mind. 
Just to make sure we are all agreed on the ground rules we have set for ourselves this evening, we can all give a 
show of our wavy hands to say I agree. It gets us warmed up; that’s the only exercise you’re going to have to do this 
evening. And then we are going to move on and show and share with you as Steve already mentioned a short video 
that gives us some background about what the Local Plan is and why it’s so important. And so hopefully you will all 
be able to hear and see this. 

Video clip: Joe and Michael – Why does planning matter? 

Joe: Welcome Michael Dower and thank you for your time. You have 60 odd years’ experience in planning and we 
wanted for you to tell us something about why the Local Plan is so important.  
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Michael Dower: Well Planning is an active process, it points to where the new houses should be, the new work 
spaces, perhaps new roads, cycle-ways, public transport, open spaces and the like. The Planning Authority here is 
Dorset Council and they have produced a proposed New Plan which will indicate where new housing and other 
things will be and they have suggested quite substantial developments. Now we need new houses so that young 
people can find a place to live. We need new work spaces so that enterprises can expand. We need perhaps a few 
new roads. We certainly need new cycle-ways and open spaces and so on. And the question is how much of these 
things we should be looking for, where they should go, what they should be designed like and how they will help us 
for example in cutting carbon emissions, meeting the needs of local people for affordable housing and the like and 
therefore it is important that people respond to this opportunity of saying what they want their future communities 
to be like and what kind of housing they want to see, what jobs they need local to their houses, what roads they 
need, cycle-ways and so on. And so I very much hope that everyone is going to respond actively to the Local Plan. 

Joe: Michael, thank you very much! 

Caz: Personal Testimonies and Reflection 

Caz: Well that was useful information I think and again helping us to unpick and unpack what is in the Local Plan and 
really try to highlight why it is so important that we engage in this process even though we know there may be 
challenges and criticisms of this process.  I think it is really important that we engage with that. We want to hear 
from you now. So we are going to use the chat in a moment and give everyone an opportunity to type in what your 
initial thoughts are on the Local Plan; any concerns, any visions, any ideas, any topics that you are particularly 
passionate about that you think would be good for focus and what you want to see or happen for the future. So you 
are going to have a couple of minutes to type in. IF you have any difficult using the chat, let us know. So in next 2/3 
minutes use the chat, say why you are hear this evening and what you are hoping for in terms of the Local Plan; 
what’s your biggest concerns, your biggest hopes and your biggest ideas. We will have a review of those in a 
moment. We will ring a bell in 2 minutes.  

You have 30 seconds left, if you have finished, you can just scroll up and have a look at what other people have been 
saying. 

See Section 2 for the Zoom Chat. 

OK if you can just wrap up. Interesting reflections, there is quite a lot of talk of 2nd homes and that challenge, a 
particular challenge around these parts and affordability coming  through as a key theme and concerns about 
biodiversity and ecology as well and just making things sustainable and affordable for people so really interesting 
things coming through. We are going to go deep diving into some of those in a little while. 

Caz: Mentimeter 

  

But we would like you to do next is a short exercise, it’s a short democratic exercise, actually, so we have a list of the 
key themes which are in the local plan, we have slightly unpackaged them so they reflect everyday life. We want to 
ask you a question and we want to direct you if you are able to open a browser and go to menti.com if you are able 
to, that is menti.com, I think it is being dropped into the chat as a link so you just click on it and it will take you to just 
one small question survey which will ask you to select the 3 most important topics out of the list that you see and 
you will see the live results out of that and that will shape the live discussions that we have later on. We thought that 
would be the fairest way to do it, to ask them for their priorities and we will base our discussions on that. It’s just 
going to take a couple of minutes to do that. If anyone cant access that web address, just let us know, we can access 
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that for you. Someone is standing by to help you access that. And you can just tell us what your selection is and we 
can do that for you, so if anyone has any problems, feel free to shout. 

So hopefully now you can start to see the results coming in. We shall give people another couple of minutes but it is 
interesting to see what’s going on. Very exciting it’s just like election night all over again, isn’t it. Ok so we will just let 
that ride. It is interesting you can see it changing. So the results you are seeing are purely based on what you have 
selected now. It is probably not going to change much now. We have 16 votes still yet. I’m going to refresh it so we 
aren’t missing anyone. Let’s have a look. Still some coming in. Is there anyone who’s not managed to vote yet. Raise 
your hand if you haven’t voted yet. Do you want a hand to vote? You can unmute yourself. 

R and P and M and J 

R: if you just want to tell us which 3. 

R: Environment and Climate Change, community infrastructure and transport. 

P: Environment, Housing and transport. 

A: Housing, Environment and Community. 

M: Housing, Environment and Community. 

I’m just going to refresh it. So these are the results. I don’t think they are going to change now. So neck and neck 
“Housing and Homes”  and “Environment and Climate Change”. So that is very interesting. And then secondly we 
have got “Land-use” and then “Energy” and “Community”, but there are obviously 3 very top priorities there. That is 
very interesting and we will come back to that because we are going to deep dive into some of those topics a bit 
later. So thank you for that because it is very insightful to see where the main focus is. OK I’m handing back to Steve 
and he is going to take us through some of the nitty gritty of the Local Plan. 

Steve: Overview of the local plan and consultation 

 
Time is rushing on so I will move very quickly through some of these slides so perhaps someone can look out if 
anyone feels I am going too fast but Dorset must do a Plan. There is no way we can option out of the process. The 
government has said that. The Plan is comprehensive, it is one document that pulls everything together in Dorset . 
People say there are things still missing. I think things are still missing, like a transport strategy, but it is the one place 
where you can tie up all the Land-use issues together. What is staggering is that it is a Plan all the way through to 
2038 and let’s hope some of us will be here to see how it’s got on. It’s all about choices, if you use open land for 
housing then clearly it puts pressure on the Environment and diversity and people say well lets have more re-wilding 
and how are people going to grow the food. It all involves choices of how we use our Environment. And obviously 
that is what the debate is about for this Plan. 

I won’t dwell on that one as you have seen it before as some of the key content areas.  

Now as you know people move to Dorset and Dorset has a lot of inward migration from the rest of the country. 
People move to Dorset because they love it as it is. So People inevitably and people who have lived here all their 
lives say I like it as it is, please don’t change it. But we have to recognise that first of all there is pressure from the 
government for more housing and the government says we have to build 300,000 houses per year and we have 
never built anything like that number and they have set an initial target into 2038 of about 30,000 extra houses  
including existing planning permissions which that future may go up, because there may be pressure to 
accommodate people who live in Bournemouth and Poole. But we have a housing crisis. The gap between people’s 
incomes and affordable is huge it is one of the largest in the country and a lot of young people are having to move 
away and they find jobs and houses away because it is simply too expensive so we are having a very unbalanced 
community in terms of too many oldies like me and not enough Young people who want to stay having been brought 



 Page 8 of 35 

up here. But Dorset recognises that as we all know that providing more houses in Dorset is very difficult we have an 
exceptional number of protections. 42% of the County is an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty, we have 134 sites 
of Scientific Special Interest, we have some very sensitive areas, we have go the coast and also we have large flood 
plains so actually finding sites for housing is not very straight forward and that’s why this document is all about some 
choices.  

The other thing is that Dorset’s income is significantly below the national average and actually well below the 
Bournemouth and Poole average. Bournemouth and Poole are the economic generators for higher paid work and an 
awful lot of people in Dorset have insecure jobs, seasonal jobs and the income levels are substantially lower which 
causes a difficulty to buy things. We have an income difference in Weymouth one of our largest towns which has 7 
wards some which on a national scale are really quite deprived and in some wards the life expectancy of people in 
their ward is 10 years less than the ward  next door. So these are not abstract issues, People’s poverty is causing real 
threats on their health and so can we have an economic future for Dorset and for places like Weymouth which gives 
people the access to good jobs and to all the other support services. There is not much in this Plan about rural 
communities. Most of the development will occur in towns and larger villages. even in this area there are a lot of 
villages that will say we don’t have enough people who live here all year round, they don’t have shops, they don’t 
have transport and does the Plan provide for them? And we have on journey times, the conundrum in Dorset. It’s 
got some of the highest car usage of a county while it has really low car ownership. So many people are forced onto 
public transport which except in some areas, we have one of the worst public transport systems in Britain. I can tell 
you that, it’s just awful.  

One of the other challenges is on renewable energy. We actually generate a much lower percentage of renewable 
energy in this county than in other counties and the Plan has lots of issues about that talks of using less energy but 
also should we generate more energy and they create the idea of onshore wind farms. So lots of challenges for us to 
deal with in the Plan and the challenge will be how we deal with those challenges. 

The next piece is from Julie-Ann and Josey as we try to bring the Plan back to what it is like being a human being. We 
can talk about whether we want more housing or less housing but in the end it probably means that some people 
don’t have the right housing and I think this clip brings that out. 

Video clip: Julie-Ann and Josey 

Julie-Ann: Hi Josey, I’m pleased we got a chance to just have a quick talk briefly again about something we both 
discovered that we are passionate about and that is housing. From point of view I was talking to you saying that I’ve 
worked in housing all my life. I’m lucky I am retired now, but I have had an entire career in social hoping and I have 
worked within Housing co-operatives in housing associations, for local authorities. I have been involved in tenancy 
management, in improving properties, in building new properties and I think in my career I have probably provided 
houses for thousands and thousands of people and I’m very proud of that. But do you know what really grounded 
me is the image of my first job at a local authority, driving up Catford High Street every morning on my way to work 
and seeing a queue of mostly mums with children and probably a couple of suitcases and they had probably been 
there all night waiting for the homeless office to open and that has always grounded me as we are not getting this 
right, we are not getting this right and I know that you’ve had housing experience from a different perspective and 
I’m interested in your story.  

Josey: Thank you and yes I have. I was lucky, I wasn’t actually homeless, but I was near to it. And it is a terrifying 
experience. I was working, running a business actually, and we were in rented accommodation and we got the 2 
months’ notice because my landlord had to unfortunately had to sell up and we just couldn’t find anywhere, we 
couldn’t find any available properties and so we were right down to 3 weeks, we were ready with the housing 
provider, ready and then it was absolutely terrifying. I mean people that haven’t been through this, I don’t think  
they get it, I don’t think they realise the implications of not knowing where you are going to live, well in 3 weeks’ 
time. It’s absolutely terrifying. 

 

 

Steve: Raised queries and concerns about the Local Plan 
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Thank you very much Julie-Ann and Josey. I think it brings it home really, I think those of us who are well-housed 
they don’t appreciate just how scary it is if you don’t have a home and the danger is when we oppose all new 
housing, does that leave some without.  

There are some queries about the Local Plan which have come up and we can give you an idea of that. Dorset 
Council hasn’t been in existence for very long, so they have drawn and built on former district Local Plans and in fact 
they have absorbed the Purbeck Plan which is currently being looked at by an inspector. I think it is fair to say that 
Covid has changed some things, people are now working from in a way they have never done before. Is commuting 
going to return to the way we know it. I think a big change is town centres. The decline in retail has expanded 
drastically and actually may release land for housing.  

There is a real question about the housing numbers. These numbers have been calculated by the government so 
they want 300,000 houses per year and they have doled it out by the difference between affordability as a marker 
where there is a need for housing. The great pressure in Britain is to live in the South of England and all over the 
South England, people are having meetings like this concerned around the numbers but government are really 
pushing for homes to buy without questioning if they will be affordable for a great number of people and is this Plan 
going to have enough genuinely affordable houses. Everyone talks about affordable houses being discounted houses 
but even so many of them are unaffordable to people and is there anywhere in the Plans to enable social houses for 
rent? Or spit-equity, because so many people don’t have the savings.  

Another controversy is the Green Belt. Dorset have, they openly said can’t find any land anywhere else so they are 
going to build on the Green Belt land on the edge of Bournemouth and Poole which is obviously a fundamentally 
issue of National Planning Policy. I am quite surprised they have gone to the Green Belt so quickly in their 
discussions. There is also housing proposed in the AONB (Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty) including land around 
Swanage and includes areas around Dorchester. 

Transport, I think you will find very little about transport in the Plan. There is no new roads proposed except in 
Dorchester. No more on trains certainly not much on buses, so there is a real gap in the Plan. 

Let’s bring it down to locally. The whole area is special because we are in an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty and 
we rely partly on tourism. I think we feel there isn’t really a vision, people just pile in here to the beaches and the 
countryside, huge traffic jams. Probably ruins the Environment for  everybody and shouldn’t there be an integrated 
plan to deal with that. As I say was have lots of villages that have no development proposed, nothing in the Plan for 
them. I wonder whether the radical differences has been considered  to Swanage and certainly the beaches in 
Studland  to rising sea levels, which may impact on our areas attractiveness as a coastal resort and I think it does 
understate that. The most controversial in this area  is the development in Swanage which is on open land. The land 
for housing in Wareham is less controversial as it is on land within the town and I think some on the old middle 
school site.  
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The big issue that has come up in your chat conversations already is the issue of 2nd homes. Swanage has 1301 
second homes and everyone thinks that’s an underestimation. And we have quite a proportion in Corfe Castle and so 
have Studland, and Worth Matravers and I suppose the question is if the government could find a way of either 
taxing 2nd homes or of creating other disincentives then that would free up some of those extra homes for local 
people which would mean there is no need to provide for the pressure to build extra homes. We suffer in particular 
here in Corfe Castle as  you won’t find any property anywhere near affordable for a person that has a local income. 
But the Plan does include encouragement for social housing on exception sites and we have developed a Community 
Land Trust here in Corfe and we hope to come forward with a proposal to look at for whether we have a social 
housing development. And I raise the development in Swanage, it’s on open land and you may say well if we didn’t 
have so many 2nd homes, does it need to build any more homes for purchase?  

It would be nice to see trains running to Wareham, that is what they have been planning over the last 30/40 years. 
And then we have been planning a park and ride at Purbeck Park for 25 years and not yet achieved it. One of the 
issues at Corfe is that all the development at Swanage has to drive through Corfe and Corfe has a long standing 
policy of not supporting development in Swanage for those reasons. 

 We have been discovered by cyclists as we are one of the most beautiful places in the country and people love to 
cycle around Purbeck. But some are scared about how dangerous it is and can we provide a Plan for safer cycling 
routes.  

So just a few things there.  

Lastly just a quote from one of the Dorset Councillors about the whole process; we are in a pandemic and we can’t 
reasonably have a consultation. I was involved in the campaign against the closure of Poole Hospital and we took 
them to court on the grounds that they didn’t consult properly even though they had tried very hard. The High Court 
was prepared to wear it. Now Dorset Council has done none of the things that the CCG did in their consultation and I 
think they are at risk of being challenged in court. It seems to me that this whole idea of dumping 2000 pages on 
people with literally a hundred questions I use in my report to Corfe Castle PC, it is quite ridiculous. Well I think we 
need to park that as something we all agree on and those that know about consultation know that you could do it in 
a structured and phased way so we could all have a chance to talk about all of these parts. Well that’s enough of me, 
I’ve spoken so quickly to cover so much ground. 

We want to encourage you to respond about your big issues  with the Plan and Josey will outline how you can do 
that. 

Josey: How to fill in the consultation 

 

Yes thank you Steve, I will be as brief as possible, but this is actually quite important that you are aware of some of 
the issues and how to respond. So online is how Dorset Council really want you to reply. It will make it a lot easier for 
them to disseminate the information. Unfortunately their “save” button isn’t working and this means that when you 
are doing a long response, you can’t save as you are going and then leave it and come back and so you have to 
submit it each time you input information which if you are doing a big response is actually problematical. So Dorset 
Council recommend that if you are doing an online response that you do your response in a separate document and 
then you copy and paste and so you do it in one go and then submit it. If it is a very lengthy response, that may not 
be practical.  

So the other option is there is a pdf version that Dorset Council has created, but unfortunately this has restrictions in 
the fields, so you are limited on the amount of information that you can put in so behind the scenes, Helen very 
kindly from Corfe has developed a Word document of that sae PDF version and we have had it checked with Dorset 
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Council and they are happy for your response to be put into that WORD document and so that document will be I 
believe on the Dorset Action website, and it will be on the Planet Purbeck website and we will put it on the Parish 
Council website. When you are responding to that just please remember to put your responses in the part B section 
because that section is where you can change the wording of the document and suggest changes. And If you think 
there is anything missing, Part B is where you must put it in. 

In case you can’t do any of those ones, you can still send it in by paper, you can send an email, and if you are doing 
any of those 2 responses, you must remember to put your name and your address including your postcode. So those 
are the most important things if you are sending it in that you put your name, address and postcode. Thank you! 

Caz: Breakout room questions 

 
Thanks Josey, that’s great, so we are now at the point when we are going to send you off to break-out rooms. Before 
that we are just going to look at the result as that determines the topics. S when you go into breakout rooms I do 
believe you are going to have 2 groups looking at “housing”, and then a group each on “land-use”, “energy”, 
“community and infrastructure”, and the “Economy”. You are going to be randomly assigned. We had hoped to 
spend 60 minutes in those groups but I think we are going to go for 50 minutes. 

You are going to have a facilitator and a note taker in each group and you are going to spend the first 10-15 minutes 
thinking about this first question;  

“What is your overall vision for Dorset’s future, so the future of where you live and how could we live and how 
should we live? Please be as creative as and practical as you want to be.” 

We will move onto the 2nd question after 10 mins or so, the facilitator will then let you know it’s time to move on to 
the next question. And that one is in relation to the key topic that you have been assigned to; 

“What do you think your local community, e.g. Town or Parish area or village or the wider county, needs in order to 
achieve the future vision for Dorset? 

When answering both of those questions, consider: how does your approach reduce carbon emissions/improve our 
natural environment or help us cope with the impact of climate change? 

So you are going to spend about 35 minutes delving into your topics and then 5 mins before the end, you need to 
agree your 3 important points. So when you come back into the room you are going to have a speaker who is going 
to feedback, something from the first question, something from the second question and how that fits in the Climate 
and Ecological Emergency. Helen is about to send you off, just before you go, please remember to use the hand 
signals in the break-out rooms. It’s really useful to waving your hands when you hear something you like, a ‘c’ if you 
need someone to clarify, raise your hand when you want to speak, and bear in mind the 3 pillars. Make sure 
everyone feels included. You don’t have to speak if you don’t want to but you will certainly be given an opportunity 
just trust the process and try to listen to everything others are saying. Hope you enjoy the time and the discussion. 
And I will see you in one of the rooms in just a mo. 

***********ALL GO TO 6 break out rooms.************ 

Steve: Back to main room and Feedback from break out groups 

Welcome back! We need to mute everyone. Let’s go straight back into reporting back. Who was breakout room 1? 
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Breakout Room 1 Report Back 

Caz: That was us and were housing and in terms of a vision the group felt they wanted to keep the AONB, that we 
recognise that Dorset is a beautiful county and we want for that to be maintained. And one of the ways we can enjoy 
that beauty is by having better cycle paths, it is very unsafe for people to cycle so if we had real cycle-ways that 
linked the area especially in Purbeck, that would be great for the area, especially for Tourists and great for nature. 
And then in general to just have better connectivity which was a big theme. 

On our big topic that was housing and we really did deep dive into that. And so the key themes were that we need a 
better balance between private developments and social housing developments that are genuinely affordable either 
in terms of , particularly in terms of rentals actually, in terms of local people being able to purchase them, especially 
on the incomes that are the reality for local people.  

We need a solution to the 2nd Homes and there were a couple offered today was around either higher taxes or make 
the council tax kick in if the people don’t occupy those houses often enough, because that is driving up house prices 
and they are just you know being bought up. 

In terms of the standards, housing standards, that have been built they need to be higher carbon built. They need to 
be better standards, better regulations and find a way that those homes are sustainable in terms of energy be it in 
terms of local energy schemes or finding a way that isn’t massively dependent on fossil fuels. 

Steve: That was a very productive session, thank you very much for reporting back. My group did housing, are we 
next? 

Julie-Ann: we aren’t next Steve because we were group 6, but if you want to go now. 

Josey: I’m group 2 if you want me next? 

Steve: yes please. 

Breakout Room 2 Report Back 

Josey: We were land-use  and our vision firstly we wanted a fairer and cleaner, genuinely affordable Purbeck/Dorset 
area and we wanted to protect what is special and land in Dorset is so important and we want to protect it.  

And then how we go about that is we feel that social housing or affordable housing should be for local Purbeck 
people whenever it’s made available which isn’t very often, there isn’t much of it unfortunately. And no social 
housing is coming out of this Plan. 

Land is so precious we shouldn’t just be using it for people who want a 2nd home, we want affordable housing for 
local people as we want a good balance; we want young people so that we have a vibrant Community; we don’t 
want our schools to close and as the community get older, we won’t to have carers who live in the area to look after 
us.  

We tried to address some of the challenges of tourism and that is having such a bad  effect on the wildlife. We 
mentioned that there are so much fewer birds and varieties of birds in Corfe Castle in gardens and you know we 
were wanting to have better biodiversity and so we were trying to think about ways of doing that, but we got a bit 
stumped. We suggested we be like the Yellow Stone Park where cars for visitors can’t come in at all. They can stay 
outside of Purbeck and then provide a way of people to come in on cycling or public transport that is regular and 
works , but that it has to be affordable, you can’t expect a whole family of 4 people to pay £40 to get on a train at 
Corfe Castle to go to Swanage, it’s not realistic. So we were trying really hard and we were also getting some great 
information from C and A about organic farming and how to look after hedgerows so they are cut correctly and we 
can manage our hedgerows so much better if we use knowledge of how to do that. And we were devastated about 
the building on the Green Belt. 

And one last point was that we really want to continue with a zoom meeting once we have come out of lockdowns 
because people that are busy, farmers, people in the tourist industry, we work long hours and with zoom we can 
quickly have a quick join a meeting and then go back to work again. So we would like to keep this on please. That 
wasn’t me that said that, although I agree with it.  

Steve: Well done, sounds like you have had a really productive and interesting discussion there. Group 3. 
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Breakout Room 3 Report Back 

Penny: Yes that’s me speaking for group 3 which was myself, Joe, Rachel and Peter…? So we were talking about 
Energy, we did try to keep to Energy although we did stray a couple of times. 

So our vision and echoes what some people have already said, is about having a connected balanced community  in 
terms of ownership and age and other factors. They would be active and flexible to accommodate change. Again we 
mentioned things like conserving what we have got, which again echoes what other people said. 

And then we moved onto what we need in relation to Energy and the things that came out as the strongest points 
was that major polluters should be made to pay and it should be taxed and the revenue used for something useful 
on the Green front.  

That it was really important that the Plan looks ahead and prepares for what is coming technology; energy is 
dynamic and there is lots of things that could be applied in Dorset. There is lots of things that are happening with 
solar, we need to be thinking about Hydrogen.  

 And then economise. Probably that was the biggest thing that came out. IT and tech was something that uses power 
and we take a lot of this for granted and we are using it all the time. There is a lot of economising that we could do. 
And you can’t see it. It’s not visual so there was talks about smart meters and the fact that we do need to see how 
we are using energy because we have kind of lost sight of it a bit. You know we do see a lot of outside lighting in 
places and rationing, we had quite an interesting discussion around rationing that went onto we need tradable 
energy quotas and a tradable housing scheme and that all of these could be put into the plan. 

And lastly that the wealthy have a responsibility in terms of the revenue that they get and that this should be seen as 
contributions to energy and housing in the same spirit as you should look after the vulnerable in society. 

Steve: Thank you some very interesting ideas there and very well put. Who is the next group? 

Breakout Room 4 Report Back 

Luke: Hi Steve that’s us -Group 4 and great group and brilliantly facilitated by Dean. We were looking at community 
infrastructure. But we took it upon ourselves to cover over areas, it’s such a wide topic with overlaps, it is hard not 
to. 

In terms of vision affordable housing, keeping our younger generation here. And potentially attracting younger 
generations in from other places as well. Stopping them leaving the area. We would like to keep it as it is or improve 
what we have already got rather than tarmacking and concreting anything further. An Environmental concern is 
there was a real fear about our children’s future, will they see the same wildlife that we are seeing today and food 
and energy resilience. We would like to feed ourselves here, particularly in Purbeck. 

The wider question about what the community needs to do next was put over really passionately by a few people in 
the group was to actually respond, tell those above what we want, keep telling what we want and tell them again. 
The Local Energy Bill that is coming through is something that was raised quite passionately so we want to produce 
energy here, some wind turbines, solar panels, we want to push for as much as we can get our hands on. Permanent 
residency and second homes was mentioned as a big priority. The Plan not thinking about the future. It doesn’t 
seem, it’s a cut and paste, it doesn’t seem to have a vision of what the world is going to be like in 3 or 5 years yet 
alone 17 or 100.  

Another comment was  poor visibility of the consultation itself. A couple of people here this evening almost 
surprised that it’s happening and finishes in 10 days’ time and haven’t heard much about it at all. Pretty scandalous 
to be running this kind of thing during a pandemic. 

Steve: That was a very good number of points Luke, thank you very much for putting them over so well. 

Breakout Room 5 Report Back 

Dave: Yes I’m the note-taker of Group 5. We had a lively group, well facilitated by Sandra and we were looking at 
Economy, Jobs and Tourism. 

With regards to a vision for Dorset, there was a strong desire to keep it as it is. Many of the participants have lived 
here a long time, having either moved to Dorset or having been here for many, many years and saw it as looking 
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back with fond memories of how it was all those years ago. But there was also a discussion about the conflict of 
wanting better infrastructure;  certainly adequate facilities, better opportunities for leisure and all that sort of thing 
and some improved transport but not wanting to see roads that would encourage overdevelopment. And a conflict 
between having more development in Swanage causing more traffic through Corfe. So the vision for clean air, clean 
beaches, decent rivers, good coast and litter free, preserving that beautiful community, coast and countryside, 
protecting it and enhancing it. So that was the vision. 

When we came to what our community needs, there was a strong discussion about 2nd homes and again looking for 
solutions to the 2nd homes issue. And St Ives was mentioned where there has been local legislation to discourage 
that and also we think in Northumberland, was it Amble Estates? Something like that. So there are local 
communities that have been able to get solutions to this problems and perhaps there needs to be some research 
into that. 

Thirdly It was the thing that the economy needs tourism but perhaps the sort of economy that we need is tourism 
that is sensitive to the Environment, that is sustainable and not damaging to the Environment the very thing that 
makes Dorset attractive. That is the sort of emphasis that needs work here and that’s the third point.  

The next point is what Dorset and in particular Purbeck needs is Covid has seen an increase in people working from 
home which is good in that it might encourage local people to be able to work locally without commuting into 
Bournemouth, Poole and Christchurch. But if you are going to encourage that sort of working you need better 
broadband and so that was a key thing that encouraged jobs that were more sustainable and more environmentally 
friendly. So that was our points, thank you. 

Steve: a wonderful weight of issues there, and you’ll see from the audience a lot of appreciation for that. Just on the 
second homes, if you want to do any further reading, Dorset Council has produced further reading on 2nd homes, it’s 
in the research document. And they have gone into the issue of St. Ives and other areas and the impact it’s had. I 
think they have reached the wrong conclusion in that they say we should do nothing about it and I think places like 
Corfe would say they need to try harder on that question. But there is quite a readable document about that it’s on 
the website. Right Group 6. 

Breakout Room 6 Report Back 

Julie: That’s us Steve. I was the note-taker. Steve was the facilitator and we did actually agree the points we were 
going to raise, so I won’t repeat common themes. 

On the first question on our vision for Dorset, there was quite a lot about we need a balanced community in Dorset. 
And we need to be thinking about young people. We need to be attracting them, we need to be keeping them and 
we need a Plan that will achieve that. Against that we also noted that the very low wages in Dorset and that is 
doable because people come who are trained, they could come here to be trained, a lot of key workers and then 
they just can’t afford to stay so that needs to be addressed. So that is our big issues in terms of our vision for Dorset. 

In terms of housing, our big issues were we should be challenging the overall number of homes that we are being 
asked to provide in Dorset. And that is a thing that has come out in other groups. And also we should, they should be 
thinking more about, are they suggesting that the homes are being put where they are needed? There is not enough 
analysis on that in the plan, there is not enough housing. Housing needs to be near jobs. But where is the industry 
being proposed? There needs to be far more link up between those 2 big issues. We had a big discussion on 2nd 
homes and we came to the conclusion that 2nd homes are not a good thing and I will leave that discussion there 
because it has been raised in other groups. 

And the last point I’ll make is on the Climate and Ecological Emergency which has been mentioned in our discussion 
a number of times in our discussion in various ways but just to say as a big thing; does the Local Plan fit with their 
Climate Emergency Plan? Have they looked at those 2 Together? And we had a big question mark about if they had 
done that. But obviously they have to do that because otherwise neither of those strategies are worth anything. 

Steve: Thanks very much. Was that the last group?  

Julie-Ann: That was the last group Steve. 

Steve: Right well thank you Julie-Ann for your excellent summing up. Caz we only have 6 mins left; do you want to 
run through the final exercise? 
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Caz: Mentimeter Exercise 

  

Yes so indeed, just so we come to some sort of vision of our ending, we have another Menti exercise, so please just 
follow the link from the chat and enter that code, 55169604. We can help you if you need it. Can you enter 3 words 
that describe how you feel about Dorset’s future vision now that you have all had a chance to discuss it. If you can’t 
access it easily, you can type your words into the chat and we will just show that word cloud to you before we come 
with some closing words. We will give you a minute. You can keep adding words, there is no limit. Anyone got any 
problem accessing? I am now going to have look at it. Wow! Well that is quite interesting! Keep them coming! Some 
really interesting words coming through. I will attempt to reflect on it as it keeps changing. “Too much red tape” well 
that’s quite an interesting one. “We need to take action”, “we feel terrible about Dorset’s future”, well that needs a 
bit more unpicking. If you look at some of the smaller words, we have “affordable homes”, some feeling “hopeful”, 
“we need more affordable homes”, “we need to be more sustainable”, “we need to take action to ensure that we 
have the Dorset future that we all want”, so some hope there, some confusion, which is not surprising considering it 
is a very complex topic to delve into but I think it is really interesting and we will keep those and we will share those 
and I expect that perhaps they will end up on the parish website and make up the parish submission. And Julie-Ann 
you have a comment you would like to make. 

Julie-Ann: Can I just check that one of us facilitators are typing in the contributions of those Mentimeter into the 
chat? 

Luke: Yes I’m doing that. 

Caz: wow it has changed so now “green” is the biggest thing, “we want to take action” and “there is too much red 
tape”. We need to be more pro-active around that. We will keep taking comments and will make sure everyone can 
get hold of a copy. So just a couple of things before I hand back to Steve. So if you have anything burning, can you 
stick that in the chat. And then back to you Steve. 

Steve: Thanks to everyone attending and Close 

Thank you and you have all been brilliant thank you and compared to some of the public meetings that I have been 
to where there has been lots of shouting across the room and one person dominates, I think that we have had so 
many ideas from so many different people and I hope that like with our groups that everyone would feel like they 
have had a say. And it gives time. For everyone to think and make their own contribution. What we must do is 
encourage you to respond to Dorset  and tell them what you think, positive as well as negative. They need to know 
what you think about it, so please try to complete their form accepting the fact that none of us think that the 
consultation has been a good enough process. There is another assembly on this as a Dorset-wide look at the Plan 
and that is next Saturday 2-4pm, someone will tell me how to get the code.  

Caz: The link will go in the chat. Or you can go to dtaction.co.uk and look at Local Plan. All details are there. 

Steve: Collette you have your hand up, we are about to finish. 

Collette: A few weeks ago we were all lobbying for an extension for the time period, are we still doing that or not? 
What was the response. 

Steve: Well the bad news is that Dorset simply said no. I think that’s ridiculous really and actually I don’t think this 
consultation is at all well-structured. Some of us have  made our living out of this sort of stuff and you would never 
put this sort of stuff with 100 questions in one big consultation, you break it down and do it in manageable bits and 
do it over a long period of time, so the consultation period is an absolute failure and I think being granted an extra 
week or two might have actually been a stop-gap. We need to take it as it comes and we all know it is inadequate, 
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because people who feel very strongly about things will challenge that all the way through the courts. So I think 
Dorset have got themselves into trouble. But without leaving on a negative note, on behalf of the Parish council, I’d 
like to thank Caz and everyone else who has helped from Dorset Action Team. They have spent hours and hours and 
hours working on this making it a workable evening. We can’t do the clapping but we can do the waving. Some 
people like to chat after this sort of an event and so you can stay on if you want to talk some more, but we shall say 
safe journey home, knowing you will all get there safely. It’s a terrible TV night so hopefully you can all reflect on 
what happened here tonight and fill out that form. 

Thanks very much and Goodnight! 

END 
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2. ZOOM CHAT 

Steve: Introduction (verbal) 

So in next 2/3 minutes use the chat, say why you are hear this evening and what you are hoping for in terms of the 
Local Plan; what’s your biggest concerns, your biggest hopes and your biggest ideas. 

19:44:37 We need HOMES for NEED and not GREED  

19:44:37 I rent & really wish to buy – we’ve just tipped into our 40’s and have always rented, never being able to 
save. Surely some organisation out there can make a few quid out of us buying a house. We’d have more 
security and reduced monthly outgoings. We face a further £400K of rent in our lifetimes... and no 
security!!! 

19:45:29 I want to see genuinely affordable housing - to buy or rent. 

19:45:34 They're talking about creating affordable housing especially for younger people but what will be put in 
place (if anything) to stop people buying them as 2nd homes & /or holiday lets? 

19:45:40 Improved cycle ways.  a good enough cycle way off road from Wareham to Studland 
19:45:46 Inappropriate method of estimating housing need.  

19:45:58 Why the speed in this very important consultation 
19:46:16 how do you ensure new builds are for permanent residents and not sold as second homes. 

19:46:21 Connecting Swanage railway through to Wareham, improving transport links. 

19:46:31 To contribute to planning a Dorset fit for future generations that protects and enhances the incredible 
natural assets of the county as we move to a zero carbon world 

19:46:32 There are plenty of second homes standing empty. Why not address that problem first as we do not have 
the infrastructure to deal with more people. 

19:46:34 It gave us enough time to read the plan during the pandemic! DC affordable housing policy is at variance to 
National Policy!! 

19:46:38 Too many second homes in a village can destroy the heart and community 

19:46:41 we are very fortunate to be able to own our home and feel it is very important that everyone has a right to 
have this opportunity. also local jobs for local people we feel is very important. 

19:46:42 I really want to see new homes built to energy efficient standards with solar PV, air source heat pumps, 
water conservation. Designed for people and not cars. With growing space and green areas for children 
without fear of being run over 

19:46:48 Low rent, but sustainable housing for those who need it. 

19:46:48 how to discourage second homes? 
19:46:49 Not enough priority given to biodiversity, ecology etc. vs allocation of housing sites. 

19:46:55 How can we get beyond politics? and 'wants' that are not essential? So many insects have been diminished 
in  numbers or are extinct, so many animals, fish etc. Children’s futures are paramount. 

19:46:59 Is anything that we say likely to have any impact on Dorset Council or is it a done deal already 

19:47:03 Dorset needs a centre of excellence for sustainability to educate and support local people 

19:47:06 A charter for development driven by central government ideology endorsed by Dorset Council. The plan 
will destroy Dorset as we know it 

19:47:09 We would also like to be able to buy a home rather than rent but it is difficult to find somewhere 
affordable locally 

19:47:45 Genuine affordable housing needed to enable our rural communities to be vibrant and resilient into the 
future.  The Dorset Local Plan appears to be based on the unsustainable premise of economic growth.  
Hoping that we can together ensure that the plan will become more focussed on social and environmental 
concerns.   Hoping that by being stronger together we can help to focus on solutions to reduce our impact 
on the environment.  Look at land use issues - biodiversity - address Ecocide and Circular Economy 

19:49:54 Feel free to wave if you have any difficulties and we can input for you. 



 Page 18 of 35 

19:50:58 So interesting.  Pretty much the same balance as the assembly on Sunday with a completely different group 
of participants.  

19:56:14 Local plans are updated  at least every 5 years, so this plan will almost certainly change well before 2038. 
19:58:20 the Dorset Local Plan is for the next 17 years  

19:58:40 300,000 houses per year is contentious. Dorset housing numbers are in excess of meeting local housing 
needs-see Dorset Housing Evidence report  www.dorset-cpre.org.uk 

19:59:07 Dorset Council do not have a mandate for 17 years. 

20:05:06 Unless there is designated Social Housing in the plan, Swanage will end up with an elderly population 
where no Carers, who are low waged will be able to afford to live locally to care for them. 

20:06:28 The govt's method of calculating housing need is widely criticised and it is easy to demonstrate absurd 
outcomes from it. It is so badly conceived that it has to ignore up to date population data from the ONS 
and use data that are now several years out of date. 

20:08:02 Not sure that social housing is proposed is it ?  We tried to lobby PDC for social housing but not aware 
there is a will to provide any....apologies if I've got this wrong.  Thought it was the (un)affordably type that 
is being allowed on RES's ?? 

20:08:35 The council is forced by central government on the timetable for the new LP. 
20:09:30 No index for the consultation documents is a real pain. 

20:13:47 Thanks very much. |Has been very helpful. We need to leave but our main concern is that any new housing 
should be truly affordable, i.e. Social Housing 

20:14:13 Only  12 days left to respond how about people who don’t have access to online technology; Libraries only 
loan the copies, so you have to return the document, So how can you reserve without getting the 
document opted – 2000 pages? 

Post Breakout Room Chat 
21:05:54 Please mute as you re-join main room - to reduce background noise 

21:12:16 Sorry we have to go.  Thank you so much for such a great and very well run meeting.  It is brilliant to be 
able to be part of the conversation and meet lots of others too.  Zoom is proving to be a fantastic forum 
enabling so many of us to get together so easily.  See you all again! 

21:13:14 I would love to see the statistics for who owns what land within Dorset - anyone have any pointers for 
where I can find this information? 

21:14:14 @ James https://explorer.geowessex.com/ 

21:14:30 Amazing thanks Luke! 
21:14:42 Who Owns England? by Guy Shrubsole review – why this land isn’t your land 

https://www.theguardian.com/books/2019/apr/28/who-owns-england-guy-shrubsole-review-land-
ownership 

21:14:43 sorry have to leave brilliant meeting up to talk about so fundamental for us here in Purbeck/Dorset. Wish 
LMPC had followed a similar setup. 

21:14:44 A good starting point 

21:16:39 Thanks Joe, yeah I do need to read that book! I have another national land book that Caz recommended 
also on the list 

21:18:23 ...will notes be requested to be emailed  from notetakers  so that CCPC captures all the detail collected. x C 
21:19:01 Yes, Collette, note-takers briefed to get them to Josey tomorrow :0 

21:20:26 To save time I have the details about Principal Residency Policy....Cllr Rita Lait at St Ives is key to PRP policy.  
x  

21:22:55 The ruling of the high court judge in the judicial review over St Ives 2nd homes policy was that to do 
nothing would lead to unsustainable development. 

21:24:44 Absolutely.... The NPPF was used by the Judge..... in terms of addressing economic, social and 
environmental concerns.   The judge determined against the challenge of the landowner/developer  

21:25:50 Blinkered. Inappropriate. Distanced 
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21:26:48 protect beware 

21:27:13 Inappropriate plan 
21:27:27 worried. bullied. 

21:28:43 Have balanced economy 
21:28:55 need action now 

21:30:39 What a scandal 

21:31:01 https://dtaction.co.uk/local-plan/  The Dorset Action web gives link for nest Saturdays assembly.  if you 
have felt tonight was valuable to you please tell your friends about Saturday and how to get the link. 

21:31:29 unprofessional consultation, .inappropriate for the needs and aspirations for Dorset residents 

21:32:25 THANK YOU to all 
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3. FULL CONTEMPORANEOUS NOTES FROM BREAK-OUT ROOMS 

FULL NOTES FROM GROUP 1 

Topic: Housing 

Participants Andrew Cross, Andrew WM, Colin and Denise, Penny 

Facilitators Caz, James 

1. What is your overall vision for Dorset’s future? 

Take care of our natural environment – easy to spoil 

Preference to economy over environment – need to strike a balance 

Concerned about young people – unaffordable – national issue – have to build houses to house everyone 

Leisure and tourism – need places to visit – disappointed when Weymouth lost the ferry – through lack of funding 
from the council – need a strong level of industry – have to know our strengths – we have an excellent environment 
for people to visit – not convinced the local plan is up for it 

More worried about the environment – no safe cycling routes – cycling mecca here – need a safe environment -  

Want a network of cycle ways from Wareham to Swanage and connecting other local towns 

Susstrans – needs to better funded – easy to build cycle track – just needs funds – less dependence on motorways 

Retain the area of AONB – reduce dependency on cars – AONB the reason why most people live here 

We need to look after our environment 

If you don’t provide housing for young people you’re going to run out of young people to care for the old 

2. In relation to housing: what could the local community and the wider … what needs to happen 

Build houses – need to be truly affordable – are people going to snap them up as 2nd holiday homes? 

Every new home needs solar power 

Lot of difference from east to west Dorset – Lot of areas that could be developed – need to stay away from coast and 
look at developing on the hinterland 

Deter as many 2nd homes as possible – real danger that Swanage and other smaller towns are honey pots for 
property 

We’re relying on private companies to build the housing – they’re all profit driven – we need more social housing – 
need social truly affordable housing – stop building million pound houses 

More houses will bring more cars – extra traffic – need better infrastructure – cycling 

Technically there can be a bypass from stud land to Swanage – with electric cars it won’t be so bad 

Need to change people’s minds – local people may think affordable houses will bring in the riff raff 

 Selling land to private house builders is criminal – need public ownership of housing agencies – they need to get the 
building contracts 

The house gone up at St Marys school – too expensive – 300K for a 2/3 bedroom houses 

Financial model for housing in the UK – go back to local authorities handing out houses – much closer eye on the 
needs of local people – government plan is so wrong 

Subsidies for building houses is all wrong – needs to be in a public purse 

Houses need to be close to work 
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3.Housing vision – Take climate into consideration 

In AONB housing officers will shoot you if you have solar panels on the roof due to being an eye sore – this needs to 
come out in housing policy – every house should have this 

Housing in Corfe – no solar panels – too expensive – false economy – lack of solar panels – why are they installing 
gas heaters  - no charging points for electric cars –  

Need to think of community energy sources in new builds  

Gas as it currently is cheap – government need to change the energy source and provide subsidies 

Building regulations need to be tightened up – new builds need to more sustainable – electrical heating – costs and 
benefits of full lifecycle of house – reduce consumption – reduce waste  

We should be supporting the government’s plan for carbon zero by 2050 – not trying to second guess them 

Charging points – need to start building the infrastructure now 

Eco homes in Bridport – timber frames and – generating enough energy for themselves and to the grid – air tightness 
above – survive on themselves 

Building regs are so slow in changing – coerced by the industry – need complete mindset change – council do not 
have the focus for that 

Keep building on the outside of towns – need to build new communities instead of adding – much more pleasant – 
national trust has maintained under development stopped Corfe connecting to Swanage 

Need to reduce energy – electricity always comes from somewhere 

Farmers have sold land to Germans to build solar farms and took money out of the local economy 

2nd homes – you have to occupy 100 days in the 2nd home or hit them with a heavy tax 

2nd homes – 1300 just in Swanage  - no occupancy – need to address – what are they going to do to stop people 
buying them – need to be affordable for younger generation 

Need a convenance – houses can only be bought by local people  

Housing association driven housing problem – has to be driven by not-for-profit Housing Association 

Rent could be capped to fit local peoples wages 

Over the next 50 year what’s going to happen to Purbecks population? – at some point it will flatten out – maybe 
need to consider the population won’t grow indefinitely 

Government doesn’t know how to deal with anything other than growth  - heading for collapse 

Only 20 percentage of kids in school in Corfe actually live there 

FULL NOTES FROM GROUP 2 

Topic: Land-Use 

Participants:  

Josey (Note-taker) 

Collette (facilitator) 

Ewan present on the screen but not communicating  

Linda (L) and Barry (B) 

Anne (A) and Betty (B2) 

Claire (C) and Andrew (A2) 
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Josey: Collette are you able to facilitate and for me to note take? 

Collette: Yes that’s fine. I just don’t know the questions. 

Josey: That’s fine I have those. 

The first question, we have 10 mins for that one and that is; 

“What is your overall vision for Dorset’s future, so the future of where you live and how could we live and how 
should we live? Please be as creative as and practical as you want to be.” 

So we have 10 mins on that one before we go onto the next one which is; 

“What do you think your local community, needs in order to achieve the future vision for Dorset? So just be as 
creative as you can, put yourself in 2038, how do you want your vision of Dorset, what do you want it to look like? 
How should we be living?” 

Collette: And we are focusing particularly on Land-use aren’t we? But the Plan is a lot about housing are we allowed 
to talk about housing? 

Josey: In our vision, we can talk about anything. And you can talk about anything anyway, it’s just to try to bring in 
Land-use in this one. But if you have something to say, just put your hand up and take yourself off mute and we will 
make sure everyone gets a good chance 

C: The future of Purbeck and Dorset; that’s a big question. I get worried and concerned for the imbalance in 
population age which is probably down to a number of factors and one is that it is a lovely place to come to retire to 
and the other is that houses are simply not affordable for our kids to stay. So those are 2 key massive issues and I 
think what Dorset has to think about it do we want this to just become a population of just elderly? Is that what we 
want it to be, because it will last its vibrancy. Someone put into the chat that we will end up with loads of old people 
and no carers because they can’t afford to live here and so they will be coming in on the terrible transport links and 
not really managing to get here on time and it’s all quite worrying really. I know the 2nd home issue is a massive issue 
but is it for Dorset, it’s for government so look at really. I know some people will say you need 2nd homes to bring in 
the holiday makers to make the economy but there are so many different views. 

A: I agree with the points that have been made and I always ask myself what do my younger relatives want to see 
because obviously living here, it is a beautiful spot and so everyone wants to come on holiday. And so we have our 
younger generations coming to stay and the thing they always say to me is the reason they want to come is because 
of the beautiful environment that we live in, they want to get away from it all. They want to get away from the 
towns. They want to get away from masses of people, although we do have quite a number of people during the 
summer so I want to protect something for them for their generation. So that’s what they are telling me that’s the 
reason they come. I agree with the points that have been made about the housing. I get very concerned when we 
talk about social housing. I get concerned about the number of young people having to travel out of Swanage for 
employment into Bournemouth or Poole or the surrounding areas because we can’t give them employment here 
because it is just too expensive for them; so those are 2 key things for me. And I think trying to reflect back on all the 
things that have happened in Swanage when we have looked at in the past, do we want a marina, or don’t we want 
a marina and how would that change the whole culture of the place, so for me it is about trying to protect culture 
and the ethos that is in Swanage, you know the very being of Swanage. How do we protect that? But also trying to 
support these younger people so I guess I am kind of agreeing but saying that there are huge challenges. I have to 
say that someone tonight will raise the site for travellers and the Environment, I understand that potentially there 
will be a site for gypsies and travellers. I have to say that I have very mixed feelings about that, I respect that there 
are different cultures and that it is a challenge trying to meet those different cultures, but actually thinking about it, 
living in Swanage and the thought of the additional traffic and the sort of Environment that would be created, we are 
already talking about bottle necks coming in through, with additional travellers coming in, I don’t see how it will be 
compatible. So that is where I am coming from. 

L: Well we totally agree about the other comments made by C+A. From our point of view we would like to think that 
our children and our grandchildren who live locally will still be able to live within the area so housing is very 
important. The other thing that I think is that the housing that is being used for 2nd homes. 

B: Personally I think the government has got to be more involved with this 2nd homes situation because we live in a 
cul-de-sac in Corfe and there are 4 houses in this cul-de-sac of about 10 that are not used. They are just sitting there 
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idly.  There’s one house the lady moved on about 3 or 4 years ago, went into a nursing home and the people come 
down once a month to cut the lawn and that is all you ever see of them. It’s just sitting there doing absolutely 
nothing.  

L: And that is such a shame, because you know, we know plenty of youngsters who would be only too happy to have 
a home like that in a village like ours and that would then have a knock-on effect of keeping the school going, we 
don’t want to lose our school. 

B: As you say we are in our 70s now, and hopefully we won’t but we might have to need care somewhere along the 
line, and the only people who are going to do that are younger people and so those younger people have got to find 
someone to live. You have to have a balance. I do believe the government has should have, it’s all very well Boris 
saying we need 300,000 houses but you know it’s not just sticking figures in the air, I think they have got to be a lot 
more responsible about it. 

Collette: Thank you for sharing those views, I think it’s good when people are brave and speak out and don’t 
necessarily sit on the fence. So I really appreciate that input, thank you! 

Collette: there is an E. here but we can’t see him, his video isn’t on. Do you want to speak? IF not I’ll have my go 
now. I’ve tried to get him to speak, but he isn’t saying anything and we have limited time so. Not unless you want to 
go first Josey? 

Josey: No I’m just note-taking, but what I have gotten from you so far is that you want a fairer society really, and you 
want to protect about what is special in the Purbeck area. 

Collette: Josey you get to speak as well. Or add your notes in. Land-use is just so precious that I think it need thinking 
about how we use it. I also have thought about for many years along with Josey of having this problem with 2nd 
homes. It’s not that we dislike the individuals, the people or anything, some of us are quite friendly with 2nd home-
owners but I think there should be a 2nd home amnesty now. And every single house should be a home for 
everybody. The land should either be used to grow food or to provide genuinely affordable housing, homes for 
people to live in. I know Pan Purbeck Action Campaign had a saying didn’t we “Homes for Need and Not for Greed” 
and they can’t that all these thousands and thousands of houses are needed because there is no policy to protect 
them being used as 2nd homes and 2nd homes are not a need, they are a well-off person’s gift to themselves, an extra 
treat. How can it be a human right to have a 2nd home when it’s not a human right to not even have one roof over 
your head. It’s cruel. The whole policy is cruel in my view, so let’s hope we can do something and we can and that’s 
what it’s about, us meeting together now and having strong views is about lobbying the government. We need 
Dorset Council to speak out loudly to lobby the government for what you have said here. So it is their responsibility 
to do something, not just the governments, so we are  working very strongly from the bottom up. 

A+B you have your hand up. Do you have another comment to make? 

A: Yes we do on social housing. We feel quite strongly that social housing should be primarily in the first instance for 
local people. I think there have been other examples of social housing in Wareham for example, where there are not 
local people, and yet we have young people here that just can’t be accommodated. So we feel quite strongly that it 
should be for a first priority local people to protect them. 

Josey: Can I just ask when you say local what do you mean. We have changed now, we used to have Purbeck District 
Council, and so local on the housing register would mean that it would be allocated to people in the Purbeck area 
first, but now because we are a part of Dorset Council it’s allocated to Dorset people first so I think it is only if you 
are part of a community land trust that you can have a special real local connection. So are you asking for a more 
local connection that’s Dorset?  

A: Yes, Purbeck. 

Josey: Thank you. It’s difficult when you said local, I didn’t know how local you meant? 

Collette: Also Josey can we have a re-clarification of what we mean by ‘social housing’ because the social housing 
was the housing provided by councils and the councils don’t seem to have a policy to provide for that, not unless 
they are thinking that they might. The affordable housing is only the 80% of market housing so it is only 20% less 
than market housing and so that is hugely unaffordable for most people that live around here with local jobs, so we 
need a definition by them of what they mean by ‘affordable’ housing. 
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Josey: And yes it is confusing because if you see in a Plan that it is going to bring ‘affordable’ housing, normal people 
would think that means  it would be affordable according to your income but that is not what it means ‘Affordable’ is 
what Collette said, it is a planning definition. So it is going to be a very small amount of ‘affordable’ that this Local 
Plan can bring because the developers are the ones who provide the housing in this so you might want to comment 
that this Plan is not going to be solving that problem, it is not going to be creating houses for people at the lower 
income levels. The change from Purbeck District council though to Dorset Council means that Dorset council being a 
larger council has the authority to borrow money to build council housing. So you could actually put in your 
responses that we want you to borrow money to build council housing and support Community Land Trusts as well. 
Community Land Trusts can also provide housing that is either ‘affordable’ or down to ‘social’. They can get it down 
to ‘social’ but it is a viability issue that is the problem. 

Collette: Yes it’s about land values isn’t it. We should go onto the 2nd question. 

Josey: So when I report back, it sounds like you want your vision to be of a fairer society and affordable  housing so 
there is a good balance of young and old people in the community. Do we want to say anything about it being a 
cleaner area, I mean do we want to see organic farming everywhere?  

LOTS OF WAVING HANDS IN AGREEMENT TO CLEANER 

Collette: Not all organic, certainly not conventional. 

C: It’s not that hard to farm organically. 

Collette: I don’t mean that I mean you don’t need to have the label to farm well. What’s the other one, certainly not 
intensive farming. Not the damaging one. Regenerative farming practices? Even the allotments, some allotments can 
be really actually not pleasantly used while others don’t use chemicals. You know Langton is going that way. We are 
not going for organic, but we are making sure we are treating our soil in a much less impactful way so I just think to 
make roads in, the word organic can put some people off.  

C: I was on about farming not allotments. 

Collette: Yeah anything, land-use generally, even the NT won’t go organic will they but we can get them to do a lot 
better than they are doing now, I think.  

A2: I think we missed a slight point which has been alluded to before which is that the Dorset countryside is really 
special but I think we are really vulnerable to particularly, it’s going to happen this year, to a huge number of visitors 
and we are really vulnerable to it being really spoilt without control. I haven’t got answers for this but somehow we 
have got to be aware of this and we have to think about how we mange people and the visitors. I mean the number 
of people that will come into this area and there is going to be cars everywhere; the car parks are going to full so 
there will be cars parked all over the villages and verges, gateways, and litter. Where we have got paths going 
through farm land, it is getting worse and worse. The other thing is the amount of traffic coming into the area and 
the pollution. The amount of cars at a standstill emitting fumes as they just queue waiting at junctions. It’s all things 
that it is difficult to address but I think we should be really aware of it and as part of a Plan somewhere in the future, 
somehow their needs to be some management of this. We are in is now and it is coming whatever date it is 12th April 
or whenever, it is going to come.  

C: absolutely. 

Collette: There is going to be a Planet Purbeck meeting on Eco-Tourism, if you can attend that A2. that would be 
brilliant. At first we were calling it ‘sustainable’ Tourism but that term is often mis-interpreted and misunderstood as 
it can have such wide definitions; so we are going for Eco-Tourism.  A few of us have been raising those concerns 
because by the very mention of sustainable Tourism. Even with the term ‘Eco-Tourism” is still sounds like we are 
trying to encourage more people here, you can’t win! 

C: yeah we’ve got that in our diary Collette. 

Josey: Well I think we have started to ‘organically’ move onto the next part because by addressing and saying we 
don’t know how to get the numbers down and how to get a good balance of the people coming here etc, I think we 
are already starting to address it. So the next part of the question is,  

“What do you think that your local Community needs in order to achieve the future vision?” 
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So I think where we are talking about Tourism here I think we have just started to say we need to manage the 
numbers somehow and we need to reduce the traffic. How can we reduce the traffic; what’s do you think? 

A2: Again no answers here, but better public transport. Is there a way of getting people out of cars and into public 
transport. Like a park and ride. 

C: Is the Purbeck Park thing supposed to be that idea where they can park there and then they get the train into 
Swanage? 

A2: Does it work? 

Josey: It’s still a terrible situation where they have been trying for 20 odd years and while it was called ‘Park and 
Ride’ there was no park and ride. And now it’s not called park and ride, you can start to park there and get off onto 
your bike and ride.  

L: I don’t know what the answers are to the Tourism. I think it is going to be very interesting this year. Within our 
area to see how the police manage it, the council manage it; what they actually do, hopefully we will learn some 
lessons and get some ideas. I think later in the year, we will be inundated with people. Hopefully we might learn 
some lessons from it, how we deal with it I don’t know. Park and Ride is a possibility I suppose. 

B: Park and Ride will only work if it is going to be feasible for a family of 4; say 2 adults and 2 kids to park their car 
there and get into Swanage on a reasonable price. I mean you can’t expect people to spend £15 on the Swanage 
Railway! I’m a Swanage Railway supporter and it is £15 return now; nearly £40 for a family of 4. Well if they know 
they can spend so much less by driving into Swanage, by spending £5 for the day, they aren’t going to go into the 
Park and Ride (Purbeck Park) and use that facility. It has all got to be balanced out.  I mean Swanage Railway is 
virtually bankrupt at the moment. They are going to want to use those little diesel trains up and down over the 
summer months but they will want people to pay out quite a sum of money to cover the cost of running them.  

L: If you had the Park and Ride, like for instance in Salisbury, you can park in the park and ride there for a very 
reasonable price. So if we do that over this way, that is not going to help the railway. So we would not be happy, 
some people have different views about the Railway, we would hate to see it go, simply because of what it is and 
how old it is, that sort of thing. 

B: And it is a Tourist attraction. There must be people who only come to Swanage just because they want to come on 
the Railway. You know everyone has different reasons why they come to this area, there’s Monkey World, the Tank 
Museum, you know, some people only come for those attractions. 

Collette: So we need to feed back. I think I’m a bit like you, sometimes we feedback why we can’t do something 
rather than finding solutions. We argued against  various things but it would be good if we could come up with a 
solution. B2+A do you have any thoughts? 

A: Gosh that is a hard one. I think to add to the problems, I think part of the solution has already been suggested and 
that is looking at car parking charges. People with young families just can’t afford to pay these car parking fees. So if 
we really want to attract the Tourism and to attract the younger families, I think we need to address that. I think 
there is an issue for us in terms of the parking in Swanage and that is this Parking along the Swanage seafront. We 
are absolutely delighted when we see that part of the Sea Front is closed off during the summer and people do 
manage to park outside the town. But often you will find that the bigger car parks are empty. I think they are empty 
because it is so costly, so possibly if we looked at the cost, and charged a more reasonable price, then we could keep 
people away from the seafront. It would be far safer for everybody and for the children as it’s proved when we close 
half of the road during the summer. So I think for us possibly looking at car parking charges, I think also this business 
about do we want to protect the Swanage Railway, I think it is absolutely essential that we do because we talk about 
the ethos of the place and the culture of the place and the history and for us that is absolutely essential. Again 
thinking about visitors that we have and family, they always talk about what is happening with the Swanage Railway. 
So we would hate to see that go. 

Collette: Thank you, I know in Wales they keep the prices down of carparks down really low and when you go on 
holiday there it’s almost like, ‘welcome to Wales!’, you know, it seems to affect those with not much money, they 
seem to have gotten their head around it in Wales, they seem to sort of just no charge very much for those sorts of 
things and then you have more money to spend. 
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A2:I was just saying quickly, I’m not sure if it is a solution, I’ll just put it out there, a friend of mine, locally thinks we 
should make Purbeck into something similar to Yellow Stone National Park and we have a big parking place up on 
Drax’s estate somewhere and everybody gets onto big buses in a whole circuit of Purbeck, dropping people off 
where they want to be down to the beaches, going in a big circuit. And no cars are allowed into Purbeck, I mean like 
you wouldn’t be allowed into the Yellow Stone National Park, you have to go on these buses, unless of course you 
live there and have a special permit, or unless you have pre-booked accommodation and then you could drive in 
then, because it’s like going over the 7 Bridge you could have a thing on your windscreen to say you are allowed in; 
all pre-arranged. So people are controlled that way, that is what he thinks. I’m not sure if that’s the answer, we are a 
bit off of that. It’s a bit like a National Park but actually I think it’s a bit further. It will probably come in about 70 or 
80 years I expect I should think. It might be a bit before time, but you heard it here first, Josey. 

L: It was just one thing; I totally agree with what Andrew just said because is the government still looking to make 
the area a National Park? Does anyone know? 

Josey: We are waiting for the answer. 

B: Because what you said about the Yellow Stone Park that could quite easily be brought into that sort of scenario of 
a National Park. That’s a really good idea, that is.  

Collette: Yeah and I think it might have been A+B who said, if I’m wrong, tell me, but I think you were worried about 
young people visiting and then wanting it to be fewer people here and that is I think sometimes true. I think young 
people are mis-represented as perhaps as wanting all action and noise  and yet my 3 kids, we brought them up here, 
they were born here, and what they really miss is what they remember from their child-hood that they could go to 
Dancing Ledge and just read a book and chill out, but they can’t do that anymore, because you know, the 
coasteering and everything has taken over everything in that it is just too much. I mean there used to be Hamworthy 
Adventure Centre and a few people went down there, but it’s all gone too much the other way and there needs to 
be a balance I think, there needs to be sort of put those young people’s views as well because it’s for their mental 
health as well, they need to know that there is somewhere in Purbeck that they can get away from all this crazy-ness 
and madness, you know. I think it is important, I don’t think people realise that. I think the National Trust sometimes 
think that more and more is better and I think less and less is sometimes more helpful. Thank you for everybody’s 
input. Josey how are we doing for time? 

Josey: We are doing OK, there is 17 minutes remaining, but I think the last 5 minutes we will just sort of go over the 
points to report back, so you can keep going. 

Collette: Well we haven’t said much about biodiversity and nature recovery of land. I know there is hedge laying 
going on at the moment so if there is anyone that has got any more stuff about Environmental issues as well as the 
housing, then. 

Josey: I’ll just make one point, the Local Plan is about allocating land for the next 15 plus years and I’m concerned 
that we have got a huge amount of biodiversity loss and so I was just thinking that as well as allocating land for 
housing, they should also be allocating land for nature and in some parts of Dorset, they are going to be building on 
the Green Belt which is the opposite. So you know to me I think we should be protecting land for nature recovery 
and we should be increasing the amount of land we have now for nature recovery, not reducing it, but that is my 
view and you may not agree with that. Oh I’ve got thumbs up! 

WAVEY HANDS AND THUMBS UP 

C: I’m devastated that they are building on the green belt. It is a nation-wide issue and it is absolutely terrible. There 
are so many brown-field sites, it’s just for the developers, too much effort. And the developers have too much 
control because they are holding onto land. And choosing not to release it. And we are all paying for it by losing our 
diversity in nature, it is outrageous. That is not a party political point, I think you will find that has been going under 
generations of politicians. 

ALL AGREEING 

B: You are talking about the recovery of nature and we are very fortunate that we live in Corfe Castle and we have 
been here 20 yrs. We only moved over from Bournemouth, so we have always lived in the area. But one thing we 
have noticed in our garden is the few birds we see, we get a few tits, we get a robin, a few crows but all this other 
ones that we used to have we don’t see any of them whatsoever and I think that is because how the land round this 
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area is being used. If you want to get nature back with the numbers we used to have, it’s got to back to how we used 
to farm it, with hedgerows and all the other bits and pieces. Would you agree with that or not?  

Collette: Can I say as well when we reported to Purbeck district council that the hedges in the area were being 
trashed and they are, they wait until they have become overgrown and then they cut them down really hard with 
that machinery and huge branches like that are being flailed and actually distracted and although and I took a branch 
from the roadside, because it had dropped, you could see how it had been torn and I happened to be going to a 
hedgerow meeting at Purbeck District Council when I was on the council and I just dragged it in with me and asked 
are hedges supposed to be cut like this? And the hedgerow officer said No and so. I have noticed locally that there 
are huge gaps in the hedges and animal get inside there and then I other places you have huge fences are having to 
be put up because there are so many gaps, it’s just horrible and such a shame. How do we get that supported? 

Josey: I think A and C may well be able to say more about that. But I was at that meeting, it was a massive branch, it 
took up the whole table and she made a massive point it was awesome. 

C: I would have loved to have seen that Collette, that’s amazing. 

EVERYONE WAVING. 

Collette: You can tell me now Dorset Council should not be cutting the hedges like this, and there he was Dorset 
Council hedgerow officer. A2 + C how do you look after hedges, I know there is hedge-rowing, but that is time-
consuming, is there a gentle way or advice please. 

A2: I suppose what I’d say is, there is hardly any money in farming anyway so to actually make any money out of 
farming is really hard. So really the extra job of laying hedges is costly but there are funds and schemes available to 
do that. I mean the benefits of laying a hedge are huge because of the increased diversity. The increased habitat that 
is created in a hedge that is layered is huge but there are other things that we can do as well. I mean I’m always 
amazed, there is this thing of not cutting hedges until the 1st of August and the farmers want to cut hedges in July 
and August and then they have said you can’t cut them until the 1st of Sept and farmers are jumping up and down 
and complaining. I think it is all absurd, we don’t cut our hedges until January or February. You have to leave the fruit 
on the brambles and the berries and the slows and everything need to stay on throughout the Autumn and the 
winter to feed the birds, but the farmers are obsessed with getting them cut in August; it’s crazy! The other thing is 
that they think that a hedge needs to be square with a flat top. It’s madness! What happens is if you have a flat top 
of a hedge, and nesting birds go inside and make their nest and the crows and the rooks walk along the top and just 
pick out, because it’s a nice flat top, they can pick out all the eggs and the babies, so we cut as much as we can now 
like that {HOLDS HANDS IN SHAPE OF AN ‘A’}  in the shape of an  ‘A’. We’ve got funding from different sources, from 
different DEFRA and more recently from the Perenco Fund, so we are doing some hedge-laying, we are doing 2-3000 
metres. We are rushing to get a load done at the moment by the end of March which is our deadline. So the bloke 
I’ve got doing it with me, works for me full-time, is at it every single moment of the day that we can put into it, he is 
doing that. So there are things it is really important that we treat our hedges really well because they are just such 
good habitats for exactly what we are talking about, all the birds, voles, insects, these kind of things and if they are 
managed properly then it’s the right thing to do. But to get more biodiversity and habitats in the area I think that the 
way farming is supported is key, because as I said there is no money in producing food because food prices are so 
low and the cost of production is so high and the cost of labour and all the inputs, so farming is by its definition now 
supported and we have these different mechanisms to support it. Income from Europe. But it’s all changing now, so 
we are continuing with supported agriculture but it is going down this route that they call ELMS, Environmental Land 
Management Scheme and so much of it is still to be revealed as to what the details are going to be, but it looks like it 
is going in the right direction and the only thing I would say  to follow up what we have been saying if Purbeck 
became a regional defined area of its own such as within a National Park, it would benefit from specific targeted 
money because of its impact on a large area being treated the same way. If you didn’t have that sort of joined up 
thinking of an area it would be a bit sporadic and things would be a bit pointless. But because it could be a big area 
of its own, it could be of great benefit I think, so the whole area could say, right we are aiming at this and so the 
whole area can put their money into the hedges for example and that becomes the whole of that area rather than it 
just being farmers and land-users if they choose to do it. Having a good big impact is really important. For example 
we farm across the Ridge and it would be good if we had all the farmers along the Ridge talking together and having 
a joined up plan on how they are going to approach, wildlife and habitats; is a really good thing. It’s not such an 
impact if only one of the farmers in the middle was doing this well, if the other farmers don’t. 
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Collette: A2 Can I ask you a question, say if some of us don’t have land or access to land but we wanted to say we 
noticed that there was some hedges in our village for instance that needed some TLC, could we say suggest a 
scheme whereby we adopt a hedge because Dorset Wildlife Trust were giving away hedge plants, and we got some 
for free off them and we have grown a big hedge on the allotments. I was just thinking if there were some hedges 
that looked like they were in need of dire attention, would you work do you think? 

A2: Well the hedges are typically owned/managed by the farmer. So when you describe the Dorset Council hedge 
man, that doesn’t happen around my farm, we are responsible for cutting out hedges and our neighbour is 
responsible for cutting his hedges so we have to pay our contractor to do it. But the Dorset Council man will do the 
verges on the side for road safety. So my answer to your question is that you would need to know who the farmer is 
of the land and approach them. And if you approach me and offer to plant up a gap, I’d say yes go for it , bring it on! 
But some farmers may not be so enthusiastic. 

Collette: We know that ours is a combination of NT and private farmer up in Langton and I don’t think he would be 
against that. Rather than us all winging on and saying how terrible the hedges are it may be a way of getting it done. 

A: A small point, we have noticed a huge difference during lockdown, very little traffic and the number of birds that 
we have seen that we haven’t seen for such a long time which proves to us that a lot of this is the impact of 
transport and what that does in terms of wildlife but particularly birds. We have seen birds that we haven’t seen in 
such a long time that is just so absolutely lovely. 

B: Then send them down to my garden! I’m feeding a pheasant at the moment; he is loving it. 

A2: That’s because no-one has shot it, because all the shoots have been off, because of lockdown. 

B: You wouldn’t want this one, he’s a really big one, I tell you. 

Collette: Well I think the gist of it is that we think that land is very precious and should be used in a very thoughtful 
way rather than being built all over for people to move here because they just happened to want to buy another 
house. 

{ALL AGREEING} 

Collette: And biodiversity and meeting people who actually need housing, housing people who don’t have a home at 
all, I think we think is a priority and that seems to be that we all agree, so that’s all 9 of us seems of agreeing 
wholeheartedly, we haven’t fallen out and we can fall out, we are allowed to have debates and value each other’s 
comments and we seem to have agreed so maybe we are not all wrong then, we just need to be bothered. I did like 
Josey’s, if you can’t’ get your head around this Dorset Local Plan Response form, then please don’t give up, send an 
email or a letter in because, it is better to do that than not do it at all. And if you get really fed up with that form, 
then just send it in a letter. So its name, postcode and is it address as well? 

Josey: Name, Address and Postcode. 

B: Can I just mention one thing, like I said we have lived here 20 years and the very first year I came here, we had the 
village Plan and it was done by a group of us and I was an outsider and there was a lot of people who had lived here 
for donkeys years, and we came up with all these brilliant ideas of how we saw the future and don’t forget this was 
18 years ago and to be honest of all of those things we came up with, none of it came to fruition. Are we looking at 
this one and it will be exactly the same and we will have the same problems in 20 yrs time?  

Collette: Yes probably. 

B: So how do we get the government to get their finger out and really do something about it. 

Collette: The only thing that is better this time B, is that there is a Planet Purbeck group that has at least 300 people 
as members that regularly attend, not all at one time, but in various groups and we are joined up to a Dorset Group 
called Dorset CAN and you have a group in Corfe Castle run by Josey. There are loads more voices this time round 
than there were last-time, because Josey and I were involved in the Purbeck Local Plan and we fell exactly the same 
as you do about the Corfe Castle Plan, you just feel that you are bashing your head against a brick wall most of the 
time. We are just hoping that this time, that loads more voices together and also whether we agree with XR or not I 
do agree that there is a place for peaceful direct campaigning not nasty stuff but there is more, I think people have 
given up and people think gosh this polite talk is not working so there is more people that are prepared to be 
activists in a nice way. 
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C: I just want to say I think it’s been amazing being on zoom and A2 and I would not be able to make half of 

 These meetings if we weren’t on zoom because we work such long hours and I hope, as much as I love to see people 
in person, I do hope that the option to attend by zoom will continue because I think creating the ability to allow so 
many people to come together to attend these meetings has been important. It has been lovely to meet you all 
tonight, it’s been amazing and hopefully I will see you in the village or in town, I’ve met so many people through 
these meetings, I’ve seen Collette and Josey at every one I think, and I think it has been amazing and I think there is 
power in that B, I’m with you, I totally hear you. It can be so disillusioning but I really hope that this is a time for 
change because if we don’t do it now we are really going to be in a pickle. 

ALL AGREEING…  

Collette: We have got to go but we just need to capture what C said that zoom meetings have brought so many 
people together and everyone was agreeing. So we need to include that comment. And your People’s Assembly is 
brilliant. 

FULL NOTES FROM GROUP 3 

Topic: Energy 

Penny (note taker) Joe (facilitator) Rachel & Peter B 

DC can take alternative approaches; it does not have to follow the policies of the central government. 

The plan for rural Dorset cannot be seen separately from the urban BCP area. 

VISION 

Connected balanced communities e.g. home ownership, age, jobs etc with flexibility to accommodate change. 

Need to find ways to be a part of the community without moving away. 

People who have moved away cannot afford to move back and live where they grew up. 

Concern that smaller villages may not survive, too many holiday / second homes, seasonal low paid jobs. 

Need more affordable housing - 35% not enough given the level of need (which gets eroded once planning 
permission granted) 

Conserve and value what we have - no motorway and no incinerator, AONBs etc 

We didn't notice what was happening to the housing market with homes becoming unaffordable. Rising house prices 
has been something that has been celebrated when really it is unfair and unhealthy.” 

We need to be living simpler - with smaller houses and the rationing of “things”. 

What do we need in relation to energy?  

As much renewable energy as possible - the most efficient sort with the least disruption to the environment. Clean 
energy from natural resources. 

Major polluters should be made to pay - taxed and taxes used to address improving nature and redressing balance. 

Energy is dynamic with lots of new tech that could be applied in Dorset 

Advances in solar PV, Hydrogen, DC plan needs to be ready for and prepare for the coming tech and utilise what is 
already available. 

Economise on energy use. Growing light pollution - unnecessary security lights on new builds etc 

Corfe castle - does it need to be lit as much as it is? 

Wind farms and turbines are not the only answer. We have a lot of water and opportunities to develop energy from 
these areas that could be explored. 

BUT we take energy for granted - we don't realise our impact e.g. IT. LEDs everywhere. 
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Transport - we are forced to move around to get to work, to shop, need to change our lifestyles. Reduce neon (non-
essential) lighting in advertising etc. 

Use smart meters - makes you think about usage. Phone charging etc 

Need a vision of the crisis and energy usage to make it visible to people. 

Rationing - we are rationed already through price e.g. house prices or access to credit prevent some people from 
having a home. A proportion of money should be ring fenced from corporation tax and VAT to subsidise social / 
affordable housing.  

Using the model of trade-able energy quotas  -  create a trade-able scheme for energy in Dorset and a trade-able 
scheme for housing. 

Introduce a frequent Flying Levy (not sure how we get that into the LP). 

The wealthy have a responsibility to look after the vulnerable, animals, environment etc and should be making 
contributions to energy and housing in that same spirit and in order to maintain social stability. 

Recommendation - landlords should lose their power to evict a tenant who has not broken their agreement - should 
be a reason so we don't lose homes . 

A cap on rate increases in line with wages or inflation 

We thought most of the above would have a positive impact on reducing carbon emissions in particular. 

FULL NOTES FROM GROUP 4 

Topic: Community Infrastructure (though we took it upon ourselves to cover a range of topics) 

These notes add much needed flesh to the photos I sent via WhatsApp 

Dean - facilitated 

Luke – notes 

Daryle – Worth / Langton PC (Cllr) 

Mary – Worth / Langton PC (Clerk) 

Jenny & Tony – Swanage Residents 

Ruth – Swanage Resident 

Overall vision for Dorset: 

- Daryle - Urgent need for more affordable housing. Perhaps an innovative ‘help to buy’ scheme. Vital we enable 
younger generation to remain in this area. Important we enable/attract younger generation from outside the area to 
move here. Younger generation clarified to mean under 50 and to include those who perhaps still have younger 
families 

- Ruth - Keep it as it is. Such a beautiful landscape / rural environment. Why concrete over fields when there are 
dozens of 2nd homes that remain empty for weeks on end – these should be used for local housing 

- Dean – Fearful for his children’s future. What kind of Purbeck will they inherit? Will they see the same ‘nature’ 
outside their door as we do today? 

- Dean – Food and energy resilience has to play a central role to Dorset Council’s thinking. Healthy eating / local 
growing / local selling of more of our own food. Same applies to energy – clean energy to be made here and sold to 
local people / businesses at a lower cost compared to energy from huge polluting conglomerates 

Local community action / thoughts about the future: 

- Ruth - Better roads are needed. Poor condition of many in Swanage and beyond. Rural community is still reliant on 
roads as we lack some major facilities closer to home 
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- Mary – On the subject of homes: More homes being built locally will mean more traffic on our already gridlocked 
roads. Last major road development was the straightening of road between Wareham / Corfe. No further works 
have helped us to keep up with development over the last 30 years. How do emergency vehicles access and exit 
Purbeck in gridlock conditions. Frequently, a 12 mile journey from centre of Swanage to centre of Wareham takes 
50+ minutes during peak season. We must reduce the number of vehicles entering Purbeck. 

- Ruth - There are horror stories of residents feeling completely imprisoned for large parts of the day during high 
season. I’m one of them! 90-minute queues to get out of the Studland / Corfe junction thanks to tourists – many of 
whom don’t spend a penny when visiting Purbeck for the day – park on verges and eat their own picnic, before 
chucking it in the hedge! 

- Jenny and Tony – Swanage doctor surgery struggles to cope with demand – more residents will equal even more 
strain. Difficult to attract younger doctors here due to cost of housing. 

- Jenny & Tony – Swanage hospital is a godsend. Avoiding long trips outside of Purbeck for relatively minor tests / 
procedures is wasteful. Improving the health care and facilities in the area will help improve the quality of life for 
many. 

- Dean – Better healthcare facilities would enhance his quality of life. Young family who sadly rely on healthcare 
more than most. Improved basic facilities would help them avoid 4 hours of travelling a month 

- Dean – With regards to the traffic problems we all face locally how can we change our relationship with personal 
transport? This plan does seems to have a 2015 mindset – it is not thinking about the advances in technology and 
significant changes that are needed to improve lives of Purbeck residents and improve the visitor experience 

- Daryle – Wrong houses, made out of the wrong materials, in the wrong locations, with the wrong transport links 
will cost us all more down the line. Not 50 years ahead, not in 2038, but from the minute they start being built. 
Damage to the environment cannot be undone and should not be ‘mitigated’ against. If we know it is wrong, we 
shouldn’t do it – isn’t that what we teach our children?! 

- Luke – what legacy are we leaving? What legacy is this pathetic plan leaving? Echoing what Daryle has just said, but 
also going the other way. Houses built now in theory determine how several generations that follow will be living 
their lives. what will do now will still be making an impact in 200+ years. TWO HUNDRED PLUS YEARS… Are you 
listening Dorset Council??? If DC don’t like the plan, if the planners don’t like the plan – what is no one pushing back? 
We must do what is best for the people of Dorset. This plan has not asked for views before being made. It has been 
thrown together, copying and pasting completely out-of-date information and being put out in a shambolic 
consultation. Who cares about webinars – who knew about the webinars? They were not an opportunity for me to 
ask a real human a real question. The plan should be coming from the perspective of a day / week / month in the life 
of a real person. Then sort ALL framework around that. 

- Luke – The section about millionaires (or preferably billionaires!) being able to buy land and throw up buildings of 
innovative design (is it HOUS7?) is a bloody disgrace. I earn £9.15 per hour – how about someone helps me build a 
house that doesn’t pollute the air my children breath, before thinking about letting a celebrity turn up and destroy 
our dwindling natural resources so that they can Instagram about their cool house for 2 weekends a year! 

- Mary – Dorset council must evaluate the cost of not taking certain steps. They may save a few quid this year or the 
next, but the impact of not taking the right steps at the right time will impact for generations. 

- Luke - Low carbon housing such as the incredible Parc Eirin project in Wales is the bare minimum we should accept 
for all future developments in Purbeck. Cut the red tape and bring that in as soon as possible. The future arrived 
about 5 years ago – please can we not wait another 5 before we start thinking about adopting it. The work you do, 
yes you, the one reading these notes, really matters. Please do the right thing and push for what is right. We want 
better, cleaner, affordable housing. There seems to be zero connection between the climate and ecological 
emergency declaration of DC and this local plan. 

- Mary - Smaller scale energy production to be embraced / encouraged. Local energy bill must go through in order to 
help the community provide for itself and ultimately produce cheaper energy for its residents. 

- Luke – Will Bond, an entrepreneur just north of Wareham, has a huge solar farm under construction. Sadly, current 
red tape prevents the energy he’ll produce actually going directly to the grid / homes in Purbeck. Let’s be forward 
thinking and innovative with such projects. 
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- Dean – Community action groups seem to be the only way that we’ll be able to get people to engage / to educate 
locals on what is happening around us. Our ‘leaders’ only say and do what the popular vote pushes for. Our ‘leaders’ 
are in fact ‘followers’ – if enough of us push for certain changes they will adapt in order to keep / win our vote. 
Power to the people! 

- Mary – Planners have a really tough job to shoe-horn in our wishes and vision to the current planning framework. 
They cannot push back all on their own, they need the people to come together and go to the top to ask for reform. 
We must speak up for ourselves and we must respond to this consultation with vigour. 

- Mary – Primary residency policy is important to maintain homes for local people. This must become more common 
place across Dorset 

- An idea raised in the main room after this breakout session, but it was so good I’ve included it here. Push DC to 
take some ‘statement action’ – no cars at work day (regardless of where you live, similar to something done in 
Exeter). An alternative is for all major landmarks to turn off their exterior ‘illuminations’ for 1 day a week (or better 
still only put them on for 1 day a week!) – this will send a message to people that we must reduce our consumption 
and think about how we need to significantly adapt our daily routines. We cannot carry on ‘business as usual’ – 
we’re heading for a very real catastrophe; we must press reset in every aspect of our lives. 

FULL NOTES FROM GROUP 5 

Topic: Economy, Jobs, Tourism 

Sandra Facilitator, Dave – Note taker 

Vision 

• Emptier with less people going back 10 years. 
• Better infrastructure, adequate facilities, better opportunities for leisure. Less tourism. 
• Protect Dorset as it is. 
• Prevent overdevelopment. 
• If you put in new roads – too much development. 
• Better transport links. But a balance/transport/development. 
• Conflict – need money from tourism. 

What do you think your local community needs? 

• Purbeck has been the playground for Bournemouth and Poole. 
• Home-working – will help some people stay in Purbeck. 
• Swanage needs more young people. Cannot see how housing in Local Plan will be affordable. 
• Needs tourism for employment. 
• Economy needs tourism. 
•  Need people to work in care homes. 
• Insoluble problem. 
• Feeling that whatever we talk about – government will do what they like. 
• More Swanage develops – more traffic comes through Corfe Castle. 
• Toll bridge at Wareham. 
• A solution to “2nd Homes” 
• Improve broadbands to support ‘home-working’ 

Climate Change 

• Public transport – needs to improve. 
• Solar Streets. 
• Scale of wind turbines conflict – proportion. 
• Challenge of rising seas/extreme weather. 
• Dorset should aspire to be at least as good as anywhere else in the UK with regards to renewable energy. 
• Eco-Tourism – Tourism with less  
• Environmental Plan 
• Integrated Plan 
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Key Topics 

• Cleaner air, less traffic beauty of coast, countryside and community – protected/enhanced. 
• Solution to 2nd homes – further research. 
• Tourism encouraged that is sensitive to the Environment (Sustainable Tourism). 
• Improved broadband for home-working  - less travelling. Allowing local people to work locally. 

FULL NOTES FROM GROUP 6 

Topic: Housing 

Steve facilitated.  Julie-Ann took notes.  Participants were: 

• Melvyn and Gerry 

• Kathy 

• Stephen  

• Sue  

• Ian  

Question 1:  Vision for Dorset 

Economy bound on being attractive to outsiders, so against extension of housing sprawl in smaller towns.  Not un-
coordinated, developer driven. Does not satisfy needs of young people. 

Concerned at 150 houses in Northbrook Road East. Detrimental to the town. Transport facilities not good. Visible 
from surrounding hills. 

Problem for Dorset is largely tourist place, and those jobs not well paid. So hard for people to get accommodation.  
So need to attract new high paid jobs.  Hi tech jobs. 

Infrastructure. Young people driven out as can’t get jobs, problems with schools. Can’t get key workers like nurses as 
can’t afford to live here.  Health services are difficult (stretched), getting appointments can be hard, getting to 
hospital difficult. One road into Swanage and one way out that’s closed at night. Must consider this for things like 
ambulances. 

More balanced society, need more younger people, they can’t afford to live here, no jobs. Must look at housing for 
need. Developers not concerned on AONB areas or local need. CLT wants to build along the village, but all this gets 
ignored. It’s all about money.  DC are just trying to push this through. 

Local people get ignored. 

Need more age balance in Purbeck. 

Better paid jobs to keep younger people. We are low pay area. CLT’s we have two with housing proposals. 

On economy plan provides for more employment. But plan uncertain on what sort of jobs. Winfrith Innovation Park 
has two engineering contractors. Has Dorset thought big enough on this?  E.g. Bournemouth has a Uni, perhaps we 
should. Southampton has gone for a free port. Elsewhere they are bidding for new schemes and ideas.  Nothing here 
for Dorset. No big ideas. 

I would like to see a major wind farm come on board.  I would like to see us be more sustainable. We need more 
young people. More affordable housing. I moved to Dorset 18 months ago because I thought wonderful place. I’ve 
just become a school governor.  But clear not enough young people to sustain the school or the local shop. 

We have some key missing links in road structure.  Missing out on public transport, rail. Missing out on IT. 

MAIN POINT TO FEEDBACK TO BIG GROUP: BALANCED COMMUNITY FOR AGE IS HIGHEST THING.  CAN’T JUST RELY 
ON TOURISM. 

Question 2: Housing 

Plan says second homes is a local issue and only affects some areas. 
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30,000 new homes for Dorset!!!!!!!! 

Steve prompted:  Should we fight hard about this?  How do you allocate where it should be? 

Should go back and challenge government figures. 

Why should we challenge?  Surely prices so high we need more houses to reduce prices? 

I question figures, I’m not a NIMBY but what about brown sites, and there are a lot of patches about. But no local 
government instrument that can make this happen.  Just waiting for developers to get this land is not the way to do 
it. We need government intervention in this. Cannot just leave to private sector to come up with the solutions. 

Changing face of high street. A lot of properties will be coming up. Shopping now on line or in big warehouses 
outside of town. Could be dealt with if prices in these high streets could come down. 

I’m on Friends of Swanage hospital trustees. We train up nurses and they can’t afford to stay here as nowhere to 
live. Maybe I’m talking about rented properties, council rented properties.  Need to keep doctors and nurses here 
and all the key workers. All these workers get terrible wages.  If your job is to clean the streets we need to recognise 
that this is a job that should be dignified.  Make the jobs dignified. These sorts of jobs should be treated as socially 
valuable jobs. 

The algorithm for housing numbers has been challenged. Purbeck district council before it closed said figures too 
high and they wouldn’t know where to put that much housing. So I think we should look more at brownfield sites. 

On demographic trends it shows we do need more housing. So we have to take some share. Question is how much. 

Steve gave a prompt: So where should any needed new homes be?  DC say around big towns and filling in the urban 
corridor.  What about an Eco town build from scratch????  Dotting in villages might leave people isolated in villages. 

If we have to have them then plan they’ve got is not too bad. 

Have them along the railway line.  Use these corridors. There is also there some infrastructure along current railway 
lines. 

I would put it by Dorset innovation park so put housing along that and it’s near the railway line. So jobs and housing 
in one place. Land at wool not as dramatically beautiful as elsewhere. A new eco designed new town could be built. 

Second homes do get favourable taxation. So could put a surcharge on them. Or say all sold homes only to those 
living there except maybe for key workers coming in. 

We should lobby harder on this. 

Several categories of second homes – retirement in the future, investment and rent out for local people at good 
rents, then holiday lets. (There was a point from me here to question whether investment homes really were being 
let at ‘good’ rents, are they really affordable for local people?) 

Many years ago we had lots of hotels here that provided jobs. When second homes took off a lot of these hotels 
closed. Could we build hotels and not second homes? 

Ex hotels get turned into flats. 

Difficulty of local people in the lets in the winter, then have to get out in the summer. Disgraceful. There are places 
where there are rules on only letting to permanent people. St Ives.  Why can’t that be done here? 

I’m astounded we are saying 1,300 for second homes. I would like something to happen. Not sure on best way 
forward. Infrastructure on road into Swanage, single road too much for any additional traffic. Attracting youngsters 
into the town, we are training them, but where else would industry go in Swanage. 

Benefits of second homers bringing in economy is really questionable. 

How many of the new homes proposed will just go straight to second homers?? 

High rents we have noted, but there are other areas (Hertfordshire was given as example) where rents are much 
higher. 
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Most housing is built for developments to make money; we need homes for need not greed. 

We should have rent control like it used to be 

Big concern that the draft plan does not fit in with their climate strategy – it has to! 

 

Agreed main points to feed back to big group: 

• Challenge overall number of homes needed 

• Proposals are not reflecting where homes needed 

• Put development near where industry proposed 

• Second homes not a good thing!!!! 


